
The Barbour’s Play:

24 and 25 June 2023 in Holy Trinity Goodramgate

John the Baptist is annoyed that despite his impassioned preaching and baptising mission, the people
carry on sinning as they have always done. Angels appear and tell him that Jesus is coming to be baptised
by him. John says that since Jesus is sinless, he doesn’t need to be baptised. Jesus says he has to be an
example for the people to follow. Despite feeling unworthy, John baptises Jesus. A dove from heaven
appears, showing God’s approval.
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The York Mystery Plays are a cultural treasure of which the city of York is rightly proud. Beyond the
magnitude of religion, they represent the values of community and togetherness as they draw on
the talents of local people, who gladly give their time to present these iconic plays to the people of
Yorkshire and beyond.

An important part of the rich tapestry that make up this historic city, the York Mystery Plays have
gained international recognition, with people travelling from far and wide to see them performed in
their various incarnations.
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About us

YMPST was set up after the 2012 York Mystery Plays in the
Museum Gardens in recognition of the community’s wish to see
the Plays continue and to participate in them. We are a charitable
incorporated organisation which exists to advance the education
of the public in the medieval Mystery Plays of York and supports
all performances of the Plays in York.

To join us or subscribe to our newsletter, see ympst.co.uk


